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Description:  Burbot are a freshwater cod species that has 
an elongate body and a single, noticeable, chin barbel.  
They have two dorsal fins.  The second dorsal fin and the 
anal fin are elongate and end at the caudal peduncle.  No 
other inland fish species in Massachusetts looks like this 
fish. 

Habitat: Burbot are generally found in deep lakes and 
cool streams that have shelter such as rock slabs and trees 
in which they can hide.  They can be found in weedy areas 
of streams and large rivers and have been found to live 
among dense Potamogeton plants in New York. In lakes 
they are found in the hypolimnion with other deep, cold 
water fish such as trout.  In Massachusetts Burbot are rare 
and only a few individuals have been collected in the 
Connecticut watershed and historically in the Housatonic 
watershed. 

Food:  Young fish feed mainly on insect larvae, crayfish, 
and mollusks.  As Burbot get larger they begin to feed 
primarily on fish, such as sculpin, blacknose dace, darters, 
madtoms, yellow perch, alewife, and sticklebacks.  To 
supplement this they will also feed on mollusks, crayfish, 
and fish eggs. 

Distribution in Massachusetts 
1977 - 2002 

Based on records in Natural Heritage Database 
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State Status: Special Concern

Federal Status: None 

lo Meszoly, from Hartel et al.  2002. Inland Fishes of  Massachusetts. 
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